


Wincor Nixdorf Leads the Way in Delivering a Microsoft Solution That Brings Plug-And-Play Functionality to Customer Service Devices
Leading Provider of Store Solutions to Further Invest in Windows Embedded for Point of Service, with Commitment to Implement POS for .NET on BEETLE Platform within the Next Year

AUSTIN, TX — May 23, 2006 — Retailers will be able to benefit from a reduction in support costs and speedy implementation of frontline customer service devices, such as scanners and printers, as Wincor Nixdorf becomes the first major original equipment manufacturer (OEM) in Europe to deliver plug-and-play functionality for retail peripherals verified to run on Microsoft® Windows® Embedded for Point of Service, Microsoft’s retail-optimized software platform. 
“Retailers are choosing to upgrade their point-of-services systems to take advantage of new technology and provide better customer service,” said Dilip Popat, managing director, Retail Industry Solutions Unit for Microsoft Europe, Middle East and Africa (EMEA). “Historically, however, integration and management of peripherals has been costly and time-consuming, which are issues we have been able to significantly reduce with Windows Embedded for Point of Service.”

Michael Schulte, head of software marketing for Wincor Nixdorf, said, “The plug-and-play aspect to retail peripherals is a key priority for retailers, who are looking to reduce the cost of configuring and maintaining point-of-sale (POS) systems. This is why Wincor Nixdorf decided to become an early and active member of the group that helped develop Windows Embedded for Point of Service, which we saw as the best delivery vehicle for this function. We will continue to develop solutions on the platform and are committed to implement POS for .NET on our BEETLE platform within the next year.”

Windows Embedded for Point of Service is a core technology within the Microsoft Smarter Retailing initiative, which provides an innovative, open standards-based approach that allows retailers to easily create next-generation point-of-service systems that connect the store to the consumer. These future systems will also support emerging technologies such as RFID and biometrics. 

About Wincor Nixdorf

Wincor Nixdorf is one of the world’s leading suppliers of IT solutions to the retail and banking industries. The company’s extensive portfolio, consisting of hardware products, software, consulting, maintenance and other services, is aimed at reducing the cost and complexity of business process while improving customer service. Wincor Nixdorf is the world’s largest supplier of POS systems and automated teller machines and the number one supplier of POS systems in Europe (Source: Clarendon Report, April 2005). With nearly 7,000 employees and net sales of Euros 1,744 million last fiscal year, Wincor Nixdorf operates in over 90 countries with manufacturing plants in Germany and Singapore. Worldwide headquarters are in Paderborn, Germany. For more information, visit www.wincor-nixdorf.com.

####
This material is for informational purposes only. Microsoft Corporation disclaims all warranties and conditions with regard to use of the material for other purposes. Microsoft Corporation shall not, at any time, be liable for any special, direct, indirect or consequential damages, whether in an action of contract, negligence or other action arising out of or in connection with the use or performance of the material. Nothing herein should be construed as constituting any kind of warranty.

Microsoft and Windows are either registered trademarks or trademarks of Microsoft Corp in the United States and/or other countries. The names of actual companies and products mentioned herein may be the trademarks of their respective owners.

1 of 2
2 of 2

